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University of Montana
Liberal Studies
SYLLABUS-
In t ro d u c t io n  to the H u m a n it ie s  , K.M. W iering
LS 151; Fall 2002—2003 \y i kw iering@ selw ay.it.edu 
M W F 9:10-10:00 LA 207 LA 332; 243-5791
R 11:10 - 12:00 ULH
DESCRIPTION
This course serves to in troduce  stu d en ts  to  the hum anities, in  particu la r those 
w orks o f  lite ra tu re  tha t b est rep resen t the an c ie n t period . W e have culled  a good 
selection  o f texts w hich trad itionally  form s the  su b jec t m atter o f  the classics, a 
sub ject w hich spans nearly ten cen tu ries o f  an c ie n t lite ra tu re  w ritten  in  G reek  and 
Latin . In so fa r as the Ju d a ic  trad itio n  has in flu en ced  this, the O ld  and  New  
T estam ents o f  the B ible are also m ade p art o f  o u r readings. E ach  o f  these diverse 
texts are su itab le to address the very fu n d am en ta l aspects o f  o u r hum an  condition: 
questions abou t our place in  the w orld , p ersp ec tiv es  on civ ilization , its progress 
(or regress), the gods and  divine agency, re ac tio n s  to  determ in ism  and  hum an 
freedom , contests w ith fate, the struggle fo r  life against death , v io lence, and 
questions abou t the enigm a o f love.
TEXTS
New Oxford Annotated Bible (O xford)
Sophocles, Oedipus Cycle (H arcourt Brace)
E urip ides, Three Plays of Euripides (N orton)
H om er, Odyssey (Farrar, S trauss, G iroux)
Sappho (California U niversity  Press)
P la to , 5 Dialogues (Hackett)
A ugustine, Confessions (M entor)
REQUIREMENTS
(a) readings
T he designated  read ings listed  in  the a ttach ed  class schedule are the focus o f  the 
lectures and d iscussions. T hey follow , by and  large, the schedule o f  p lenary 
lectures held on Thursdays.
M inor adjustments, to the syllabus m ay be made a t a later date to su it the progress o f the class. D o  make note o f these when they are announced in class.
(b) class partic ipation
P artic ip a tio n  will earn 10% o f  your grade. Be m in d fu l th a t this com ponent can 
m ake a d ifference between an A o r  B grade. P a rtic ip a tio n  includes timely 
subm ission  o f  assignm ents, p rep ara tio n  o f th e  assigned  read ing  m aterial, and 
readiness for in-class questions.
(c) quizzes
Q uizzes dem onstrate  your ability  o r  id en tify  w eak sp o ts  p rio r to exam time. We 
will have sh o rt occasional quizzes w hich  m ay ask you to iden tify  a passage, or 
explain a concep t w ith exam ples from  the lite ra tu re . T hese w ill help us keep pace 
w ith  the readings.
(d) w eekly w riting assignm ent
Select questions tha t arise from  class d iscu ssio n  w ill be used as top ics for a weekly 
1—2 page essay. This activity is a dev e lo p m en ta l exercise, and  my com m ents are 
in ten d ed  to  help you in  the p ractice o f  th in k in g  th rough  w riting . Revisions are 
encouraged. Views discussed in  your essays sh o u ld  be com pared  w ith  the original 
source texts to understand  the an c ien t v iew s. Y ou w ill find  a ttached  a guideline 
for the form at o f  this weekly essay assignm ent.
(e) exam inations
T here  are tw o exams scheduled, each co u n tin g  as 25%  o f  your grade. Exam s will 
follow  the character o f  the course, testing  y o u r general know ledge by tru e /fa lse , 
fill-in -the b lank, m atching, and  sh o rt answ er, and  then  your ability  to  handle the 
p e rtin en t issues behind  the facts w ill be d em o n stra ted  w ith  an extended essay. 
Some questions in the last exams may invo lve in fo rm atio n  from  earlier readings.
GRADING
P artic ipa tion  & Quizzes 25 % Scale 100-93 A
W eekly essay 25 % 9 2-85 B
E xam  #  1 25 % 84-77 C
E xam  #  2 (Final) 25 % 7 6 -7 0 D
6 9 -0 F
GROUND RULES
A tten d an ce  is required  fo r every class as p a r t  o f  class partic ipa tion . A bsence 
(including  tardiness and early departu res) a ffec ts  your class grade. A bsence from  
class or exams will only be excused fo r d o cu m en ted  m edical reasons, m ilitary 
service, o r m andatory  public  service. T h e  f irs t  tw o unexcused  absences affect your 
class partic ipa tion  grade. T he th ird  w ill a f fe c t your class g rade by one letter. All 
exams will be taken on the assigned day w ith o u t exception. P lease refrain  from  
eating  fo o d  during  class. O nly  your w o rk  will be graded. P lagiarism  will be 
penalized  w ith  an F and m ay be re m an d ed  to  A cadem ic C ourt fo r possible 
su sp en sio n  o r expulsion. D eta ils  are sp e lled  o u t in  the  un iversity  catalog and the 
S tudent C onduct Code.
OFFICE HOURS
I will be available in my office (LA 332) for q u es tio n s  o r d ifficu lties o f  any kind 
on M W RF 12:00 - 1:00 and T R  9:00 - 10:00, o r  by scheduled appo in tm ent. D o 
take advantage o f e-mail if  you get stuck while do ing  hom ew ork.
WEEKLY ESSAY
These writing assignments are designed to help you think aboutjffiyrhnfegy, to give'evidence o f 
your understanding, and most o f all, to increase your skill at writing intelligendy and coherendy. 
Be mindful that these assignments are cumulatively worth 30%  of your grade.
Format
- length: 1—2 page minimum
- all assignments are typewritten
- due on the date assigned
- assignments will be kept in a folder to hand in
Evaluation
organization
- The topic/thesis is identified in key sentence.
- I have excluded unnecessary repetitions or filler.
- I have excluded reiterative conclusions.
- I have edited for presentation, including grammar.
content
- The paragraph addresses the issue o f the assigned question.
- I have included a unique example o r  supporting evidence.
- Is this essay worth keeping?
- I  have edited, keeping in mind previous writing suggestions.
Grading
0 0 points =  FaiL The assignment is late, 
R allows for revision to earn 8 points
8 8 points =  grade o f B. The assignment has been met.
9 9 points =  grade o f A. There is evidence o f work above the minimum.
10 10 points — grade o f A. Excellent work (with extra credit).
Students receiving an 8 may revise and attempt to earn a 9.
3. Sep. 1 6 -20
Class Schedule
Plenary Lecture Topic Readinq A ssianm ent
1. Sep. 3 - 6 O.T.. G enesis F Genesis 1-11
2. Sep. 9 - 1 3 O.T.. Law and the P rophets  M Genesis 12-22 
W Genesis 23-50 
F Exodus 1-20
Joshua 1, 23-24 
Judges 2, 13-16
O.T .: Job  and W isdom M Hoseah, Jonah
Isaiah 1, 53, 55,60 , 
W Psalm 1 ,2 3 ,9 0  
II Samuel 23 
Proverbs 2 ,8  
F Ecclesiastes 
1 Kings 3-11 
Song o f Solomon
4. Sep. 2 3 -2 7 G reek Civilization M Odyssey 1 - 4
W Odyssey 5 - 8
F . Odyssey 9 - 1 2
5. Sep. 30 - Oct. 4 Greek Epic M Odyssey 13-16
W Odyssey 17-20
F Odyssey 21-24
6. Oct. 7 -1 1 Greek Lyric M Job
W Sappho
F MIDTERM EXAM
7. Oct. 1 4 -1 8 Greek Drama M Oedipus Cycle
W Oedipus Cycle
F Oedipus Cycle
8. Oct. 2 1 -2 5 Greek Philosophy M Oedipus Cycle
W AJceslis
F Bacchae
9. Oct. 2 8 - Nov. 1 Greek Theology and  S c ience M Apology
W Apology
F Aristotle (suppl. handout)
10. Nov. 4, S - 8 Rom an Civilization M Phaedo
W Phaedo
F Roman Poetry (suppl. handout)
11. Nov. 1 2 -1 5 N.T.: G ospels M Roman Prose (suppl. handout)
W Matthew
F Matthew
12. Nov. 1 8 -2 2 N.T.: SL Paul M Romans
W Romans
F 1 John
13. Nov. 25 no plenary lecture on Thanksgiving Holiday M Augustine (supplemental handout)
14. D ec.2 - 6 A ugustine’s  C onfession s M Confessions
W
F
Confessions
15. Dec. 9 - 1 3 Roman and Eariy C hristian Art M
W
F
FINAL EXAM SCHEDULED FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 8:00 -10:00
